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Four routes
that lead to Santiago
NAVARRE is the entrance to the Santiago Way
in Spain. Its privileged geographical location
quickly made it a crossroads spanning from
north to south, east to west. The result is a
land that offers pilgrims an unforgettable
legend of artistic and cultural heritage
forged by the Pilgrimage Route.

Four Pilgrimage Routes cross Navarre. The
two main itineraries are the one that enters
the Pyrenees via Luzaide/Valcarlos, and
the one that passes through Sangüesa from
Aragón. The other two routes have become
much more important over recent years: the
one that arrives from France and crosses the
Valley of Baztan, and the one that enters the
Ribera via Cortes from the Mediterranean.

Monument of the Way

4

Pamplona, Magdalena bridge

fRENch ROuTE: fROM LuZAIdE/vALcARLOS
ANd ORREAGA/RONcESvALLES TO vIANA
The most well-known route enters Navarre
through the Pyrenees via Luzaide/Valcarlos,
some kilometres before Orreaga/Roncesvalles. Its main attractions: This Route uncovers
enclaves such as the Collegiate of Orreaga/
Roncesvalles; spectacular landscapes that
span from the Pyrenees to the Middle Zone,
passing through the city of Pamplona; and
some of the most outstanding artistic monuments on the Route.
The landscape gradually changes. We set off
in Pyrenean woods, between beech and oak
trees, and green meadows dotted with small
hamlets with steep roofs. The Pamplona Basin changes the scenery, and as we advance
through the Middle Zone, the fields gradually fill with crops, vineyards, olive groves and
almond orchards. The route uncovers memorable monuments: Pamplona’s churches and
cathedral, the Puente la Reina bridge, San
Pedro de la Rúa church in Estella-Lizarra, the
Santo Sepulcro in Torres del Río, and the walls
of Viana.
fRENch ROuTE: fROM SANGÜESA
TO PuENTE LA REINA
This route is the continuation of the Tolosana
Route, which starts in Arles (France) and enters
Spain through Somport (Huesca). In Navarre, it
enters via Sangüesa and at Puente la Reina it

joins the route from Orreaga/Roncesvalles. If
you are fascinated by palaces, mysterious hermitages (such as that of Eunate), monasteries
and mediaeval castles and landscapes of crop
fields and vineyards, this is the route for you.
BAZTAN SANTIAGO wAY: fROM uRdAZuBI/
uRdAX TO ARRE
A different way of walking the Way is to use
this old branch, which meets up with the route
used by carts that joined the port of Bayonne
to Pamplona. Beautiful towns like Urdazubi/
Urdax, Amaiur/Maya, and indeed the entire
valley of Baztan, lead walkers towards the
Belate peak and Lantz to reach Pamplona. Highly recommendable for becoming enshrouded with mystery and legends, in a setting that
alternates pasturelands with forests, palaces
and castles.
EBRO SANTIAGO ROuTE: fROM cORTES TO
cASTEjóN
This route follows the river Ebro, used by pilgrims coming from the Ebro Delta to join the
french Route in Logroño. It enters Navarre
via Cortes and passes through Tudela, a monumental city with an impressive restored
cathedral. It is perfect for discovering how
Arabs, Jews and Christians used to coexist,
and for enjoying the contrast between the
desert of Las Bardenas and the fertile vegetable gardens of the south of Navarre. ■
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Take note!
Before starting the Santiago Way,
it is worth preparing to avoid any
unplanned incidents. Take note of
these basic tips:
fIRST RuLE: PLAN

pasta, rice, biscuits, fruit, dried fruit and nuts).
Along the way, get an added energy boost
with fruit, dried fruit and nuts, and keep hydrated.
whAT ShALL I wEAR?

Prepare a stage plan. The most common option is to walk around 25 kilometres a day.
Start with short stages so your body gets
used to it, and take occasional days off to
rest.

Your clothing should be lightweight, breathable and easy to wash and dry. Also take a
wide-brimmed hat or cap and a raincoat. Do
not wear brand new shoes on the Pilgrim’s
Route. Opt for light footwear that protects
your ankles.

fOLLOw ThE SIGNS

dO NOT BEcOME A SNAIL

The Santiago Way is well signposted. All you
have to do is follow the yellow arrows or the
different signposts you will find along the
route. Remember that, when walking along
the road, you should stay on the left-hand
side, facing on-coming traffic.

Your backpack should be light, anatomic and
with straps on the waist and chest. It should
not exceed 10% of the pilgrim’s weight. Place
heavy and bulky items upright and nearest
your back. Put the items you use the most in
the side pockets.

hOTTEST TIMES Of dAY ANd EATING
AdvIcE

YOuR BEST fRIENd, ThE fIRST AId KId

Avoid the hottest times of the day and eat
foods rich in carbohydrates (bread, cereals,

Don’t forget to take a first aid kit with everything
you may need, including sunscreen, for any minor accidents. ■

Perdón Peak
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Choose your accommodation
there are various options when it comes to finding accommodation
in Navarre whilst following the Santiago Way. Pilgrims’ hostels are the
most common choice for pilgrims, but you can also choose to stay in
hotels, youth hostels, boarding houses, campsites, apartments and
rural holiday homes.
If you opt for pilgrims’ hostels, you can choose from a very long and varied list along the
Santiago Way. The only requisite for accessing
and staying at a pilgrims’ hostel is to have pilgrimage credentials.

Pilgrims can organise the stages however they
like thanks to the wide range of accommodation available in the towns and villages along
the Santiago Way, helping relieve the ends of
the stages.

Access the full list via this QR.

Find more information about the different
accommodation options in Navarre here.

Pamplona, pilgrims
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Aim for the signs
Even though mobiles and GPS have become indispensible travel companions,
our recommendation is to follow the Santiago Way signposts, to switch on all
your senses and to enjoy your surroundings.
ThE YELLOw ARROw

BOuNdARY STONES wITh TILES

v Follow the yellow arrows. If you mistakenly leave the main track, follow the yellow
arrows and you will be directed back on to
the Santiago Way.

v These can be found along the Route, on
crossroads and at sudden changes of direction.

INfORMATION PANELS

v These are signs indicating that the Santiago Way leaves a stretch along a road to head
off road onto a track or trail. They feature the
figure of a walker.

v The information panels at the edges of the
main towns and villages offer you updated indications, maps and recommendations.
BLuE TILES wITh ThE YELLOw ANAGRAM
v Look for the blue-coloured tiles with the
Santiago Way yellow conch shell that mark
the route through city and town centres.

ROAd SIGNS

OThER SIGNS
v Some towns or villages along the Santiago Way have special signposting on the route
pavements. These are normally metal or ceramic conch shells. ■
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A bit of history
Before following the Route you should know that the first pilgrims to experience
this unique adventure that you are about to undertake did so in the Middle Ages.
the discovery in Compostela of the sepulchre of the Santiago apostle at the
beginning of the 9th century transformed this city into a reference point for
Christianity, similar to Rome and Jerusalem.
As you can imagine, Navarre became a compulsory passing place for the thousands of
pilgrims heading to Galicia from all parts of
Europe. Faced with the economic, social and
religious impetus that this mass ﬂow of pilgrims entailed, the mediaeval Navarrese kings
encouraged the appearance of hospitals, monasteries, churches and hermitages, where foreign master craftspeople and artists left their
mark. One of the monarchs that did the most
for the Way was Sancho Garcés III the Wise,
who reunified the diverse branches and rerouted them towards the ﬂatlands of La Rioja.
The Pilgrim’s Way enjoyed its greatest peak
between the 11th and 16th century, a period

when Romanesque art ﬂourished and Cluniac
inﬂuence entered the country. Later, the route
became unsafe and the Way gradually became less important, until the second half of the
20th century, a period when it was revived.
In 1987 it was declared the First European Cultural Route, and six years later, a World Heritage Site. Since then, thousands of walkers
like you have started the Santiago Way each
year, driven by faith, in some cases, or culture
and sport in others; yet all of them have the
same desire to discover new places, to make
new friends, and to experience unforgettable
moments. ■

Sangüesa, Santa María façade
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Design your
own Way
Following the Santiago Way is a genuine
life experience, which is why there is no
one way of doing it.
Some people decide to follow it by bike,
other on horseback, some in the comfort of
a car, and many choose the traditional way:
on foot. Each and every one of them is just
as moving, and they all offer the opportunity to discover the natural and cultural rich-

ness of the Santiago Way along its journey
through Navarre.
You choose where to start and finish each
day, depending on your level of fitness or
the time you have.
We show you the Santiago Way through the
eyes and the voice of a pilgrim who completed the route on foot, with the time and
calmness needed to savour the essence of
the villages and cities along the way. ■
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Good food, good route
the Navarran gastronomy route is infinite. Following the Santiago Way is
also a pleasure for the taste buds, and you will find culinary surprises at
every turn.
In the area of Luzaide-Valcarlos and Orreaga/
Roncesvalles, game dishes are particularly
typical, such as boar or venison stews,
trout with ham, Shepherd’s Breadcrumbs, or
perretxikos scrambled egg, a well-known and
highly recommendable mushroom dish. For
dessert, there are cheeses and curds.
If you are not familiar with txistorra, a very
typical local sausage from Navarre, ask for it
in Zubiri as I did, and you will no doubt find
yourself asking for more in later stages.
The atmosphere in the Historical Centre of
Pamplona will surprise you, and you can ask
for classic or recently invented pinchos in

many of its bars, which are also well known for
serving excellent Navarrese wines, cider and
traditional beers. In the restaurants in Pamplona, and indeed across the whole of Navarre,
you will find menus that include fresh vegetables, vegetable stews, asparagus, or a very
typical and healthy delicacy in the Pamplona
Basin: relleno, black pudding made with egg,
cooked rice and other ingredients instead of
blood. The most typical liquor is patxaran,
which can be found in the entire province.
Do not leave Puente la Reina without trying its
peppers, which are delicious eaten alone or in
accompaniment to lamb, pork or beef dishes.
Along the route through the Middle Zone, you

Pincho Week

Ultzama curd

Shepherd’s Breadcrumbs (fried breadcrumbs)

Asparagus

Chistorra

Roncal cheese

12

Tudela artichokes

will see why this is the land of great wines and
excellent oils. In the Tierra Estella zone, try the
roast suckling pig, oils, trufﬂes, patxaran and
wines with Designation of Origin Navarra or
Rioja. Pilgrims can even enjoy a fountain in
Iratxe with two spouts: one for water and one
Cider

for wine, an invigorating and compulsory stop
along the way.
Do you know some of the benefits and qualities of the Sangüesa fresh white pocha beans?
These are early and incomparably delicious
beans grown in Sangüesa.
If you have chosen one of the alternative Santiago Way routes, along the Baztan Route I
would recommend the soups, mushrooms,
pates and all kinds of meats, and the “Xuri
ta beltz”, a delicious typical dish made with
lamb’s blood. If you have a sweet tooth, try the
txantxigorri tarts, curds, and “Urrakin egina”, a
very moreish chocolate with hazelnuts.
What to say about the gastronomy of the south of Navarre if you have opted for the Ribera Route: we have already recommended the
asparagus and peppers, which are prepared
exquisitely here, just as the lettuce hearts, artichokes, thistle, and vegetable stews made
from the produce fresh from the fertile riverside allotments. A good route and good food go
hand in hand here, they are an essential part of
the charm of this land. ■
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French Route

From Luzaide/Valcarlos and Orreaga/
Roncesvalles to Viana

Orreaga/Roncesvalles

STAGE NO. 1
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St. Jean-Pied-de-Port to Orreaga/Roncesvalles
I acknowledge that starting the Santiago Way from France was
somewhat daunting. I had heard about its difficulty and steep
climbs, but also about its spectacular landscapes. What I hadn’t
imagined was that this stage would become one of the most
special and memorable for me on my pilgrimage adventure.
Firstly, because it allowed me to stand in the shoes of pilgrims
from the Middle Ages, and secondly, because of the artistic and
natural treasures I discovered along the way.
ESPAÑA

Orreaga/
Roncesvalles

Luzaide/
Valcarloss

N-135

D933
FRANCIA

Puerto de
Ibañeta

Auritz/
Burguete

Saint-Jean
Pied-de-Port

Orreaga/
Roncesvalles

Honto

Saint-Jean
Pied-de-Port

Virgen de
Biakorri

Collado
Lepoeder

D933

Orisson

Collado de
Bentarte. Fuente
de Roldán
Town with accommodation

1450
1010
580
150

Puerto de
Ibañeta
Auritz /
Orreaga
Burguete Roncesvalles
950 m

Collado
Lepoeder

Collado de
Bentarte

Virgen de
Biakorri

Orisson

Honto

Saint-Jean
Pied-de-Port
165 m

24,5 km

900
700
500
300
100
Orreaga/
Auritz /
Burguete Roncesvalles
950 m
Approximate
distances

Luzaide/
Valcarlos

Arnéguy

Saint-Jean
Pied-de-Port
165 m

15,2 km

v There are two different ways to complete
this stage, though the most accessible and
recommendable when the weather is bad –
and for those that do not want to suffer too
much – is the option that passes through Luzaide/Valcarlos. Between 1st November and
31st March this is the only possible route.

Whichever route you choose, you will need
to be physically fit, because the route takes
seven hours and includes a climb of over
1,000 metres. In any case, if you have any
doubts about the route, there are various
assistance points along the way: three WiFi spots, numbered wooden reference posts
and an emergency telephone.
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Descending towards Orreaga/Roncesvalles

Orreaga/Roncesvalles, Santa María church

The starting point is Saint Jean-Pied-de-Port,
near Ostabat, where three of the major Santiago Way routes meet. Saint Jean-Pied-dePort (or Donibane Garazi), is a small city that
I had heard a lot about, and which exceeded
all of my expectations. The Citadel is well
worth a visit before heading off on the Way,
as is the castle and Gothic church.
Once you have seen the main attractions, leave the village along the Rue d’Espagne until
you reach the Porte d’Espagne.
TwO ROuTES fOR cROSSING ThE PYRENEES
At this point you can choose between two
routes: the first is “Napoleon’s Route”, which
is harder because it winds through the mountains, takes you to the Honto neighbourhood,
crosses the Bentartea col and that of Lepoeder,
and reaches the Ibañeta Peak to then descend
down a steep, wooded area to Orreaga/Roncesvalles.
The more accessible route – and the most advisable option in the winter months – is the one
that passes through Luzaide/Valcarlos. When
you reach some sales premises on the border,
take a narrow track that leads to the car park
of the former Arnegi customs office. From this
point it leads onto the main road (NA-135),
which takes us to Luzaide/Valcarlos, a typical
Pyrenean border village famous for its pigeon
hunting posts and for being the birthplace of
great pelota players. Do not miss the reconstructed pilgrimage church of Santiago Apóstol
and the monument of the pilgrim, homage by
the sculpture Jorge Oteiza.
From Luzaide/Valcarlos onwards you will face
the most demanding stretches. The path ascends between chestnut, birch and hazelnut

Orreaga/Roncesvalles

trees, rivers, meadows and a beech forest that
leads to the ibañeta Peak, where the legend
sets the Battle of Roncesvalles, made popular
in the ‘Chanson de Roldán’. At this point it is
worth taking a break and admiring the monolith built in memory of Roldán, and the modern chapel of San Salvador, opened in 1965,
and the place where the first pilgrims’ hospital
in Orreaga/Roncesvalles was constructed in
the 12th century.
ORREAGA/RONcESvALLES, ThE IdEAL hAvEN
From the Ibañeta peak, we head down to
Orreaga/Roncesvalles through a valley. We
reach our final destination via an exceptionally beautiful wooded trail. This major religious
hub hosts genuine treasures. The most outstanding is the Collegiate of Santa María, a former
pilgrims’ hospital, home to the remains of King
Sancho VII the Great. Do not leave without
visiting the French-Gothic style Santa María
church (12th-13th century), the Charlemagne
Bunker (12th century), or the Museum-Library,
which displays the Chess set of Charlemagne
and the emerald of Miramamolín. Every afternoon in Orreaga/Roncesvalles a pilgrim’s
mass is held, a service dedicated especially to
everyone that is following the Santiago Way.
To discover more details and attractions hidden
in Orreaga/Roncesvalles, ask about the guided
tours. I did, and it was definitely the right choice.
Do not forget to get your credential stamped
at the Pilgrims’ Office, and if you want to discover the natural environment of this area
even further, go to the Basajaunberro Wood, a
magical setting where you can find out about
a fascinating Basque mythological character:
the “Basajaun” (Man of the Forest). ■

STAGE NO. 2
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Orreaga/Roncesvalles-Zubiri
Zubiri

Woods, meadows, legends of witches and typical Pyrenean
villages with stone farmhouses and steep roofs accompany
us on this stage, which, after reaching small mountain
passes, leaves the Pyrenees to head down into the valley
of Esteribar.

Orreaga/
Roncesvalles

Luzaide/Valcarlos

NA-135

NA-138

NA-135

Zubiri

Alto de Mezkiritz

Lintzoain
BizkarretaAlto
Gerendiain
de Erro

N-135

Aurizberri/
Espinal

Larrasoaña
Town with accommodation

NA-1720

Orreaga/
Roncesvalles
Auritz/
Burguete

NA-140

950
780
500

6,5 km

Larrasoaña

Zubiri
525 m

5,5 km

Alto de
Erro
8 km

Lintzoain Bizkarreta- Aurizberri/ Auritz/ Orreaga/
Gerendiain
Espinal Burguete Roncesvalles
950 m
7 km

6,5 km

Luzaide/
Valcarlos
18,2 km

Approximate distances

v We leave behind the beautiful architectural ensemble of the Collegiate of Orreaga/
Roncesvalles and set off onto the second
stage of the Way. The route is easy to follow, as the first kilometres run parallel to
the road (N-135) then heads into a forest
known as “Sorginaritzaga” or “Oak forest
of the witches”. I remember that this place
seemed magical to me, perhaps because it
felt easy to travel back in time and imagine
the covens that are spoken of in a thousand
legends.
The first village we encounter is Auritz/Burguete, a pretty location declared a Place of
Cultural Interest, dominated by farmhouses

with steep gabled and hipped roofs. The Route
crosses the village centre along the San Nicolás high street. It is not hard to see why Ernest
Hemingway stayed in Auritz/Burguete when
he went fishing in the tranquil and beautiful
rivers of the Pyrenees. It is well worth stopping
at this village to admire the houses, and the
cemetery that has received numerous awards
for its beauty and singularity.
After passing the San Nicolás church, we carry on to cross the river Urrobi over a wooden bridge. The landscape is impressive,
with enormous meadows, little forests and
streams, which can be crossed over rudimentary stepping-stones. Take the time to look
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Auritz/Burguete

back over your shoulder and enjoy the fabulous views of the Pyrenees.
After various kilometres with several climbs,
we catch a glimpse of the steep red roofs of
Aurizberri/Espinal. Once again we see the
image of a quaint village with houses facing
the main street. In this case I would also recommend going to the cemetery to discover
one of its main treasures: a collection of funerary steles from different periods.
ThE dIffIcuLTIES BEGIN
The route leads away from the Pyrenees and
the climbs and peaks begin. The first is the
Mezkiritz Peak (920 metres). Just before the
peak of the mountain pass, you will see a stele
that represents the Virgin of Roncesvalles. Follow the yellow arrows and enjoy the impressive beech forest that will guide you to the
next town, Bizkarreta-Gerendiain.
Two kilometres further on is Lintzoain, which
we enter at the top with the Romanesque
church of San Saturnino dating back to the 13th
century. At the bottom of the town, next to the
frontón court, is a fountain, which makes for a
refreshing stop before we start the stretch that
takes us to the Erro Peak. We head into the
wooded area and pass the remains of Venta
del Puerto on one side, a former lodging. Fortunately, the route is all downhill from here,
but take care when walking over the loose
stones.

Aurizberri/Espinal, cemetery

At the end of the route stands the legendary
mediaeval Zubiri bridge known as “The Rabies Bridge” because it was believed that
animals that crossed under it were cured of
rabies. This bridge gives its name to the
town (“zubiri” in Basque means bridge).
Stroll through its streets and find some of
the well-preserved 18th century houses and
the Batueco water source, which, according
to popular tradition, has curative properties.
It is the capital of the valley of Esteribar, and
I was told that this valley was known in the
middle ages as the “Valley of the Hunters”,
because of its hunting privileges and for the
hunting kill that was paid as taxes. ■
Zubiri, Rabies Bridge

STAGE NO. 3
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Zubiri-Pamplona
Welcome to the stage of the bridges! It starts with the bridge
of Rabies, followed by the bridge of the Bandits, and ends
with that of the Magdalena. All of them cross the Arga, the
river that you must follow to reach the first city on the Way:
Pamplona.

Río Ultzama

Pamplona

N-121A
Zuriain

PA-30
Arleta

Cizur Menor

Zubiri
Pamplona

Zabaldika

Akerreta

Zubiri
Larrasoaña
N
NA-135

Río Arga

Irotz

Alto de Erro

PA-30

Town with accommodation

800
530
480
430

Cizur Menor Pamplona
450 m
4 km
Approximate distances

Burlada Arre
7 km

Zabaldika
Zuriain Akerreta Larrasoaña
Arleta
Irotz
3,5 km

v This stage starts with the Bridge of Rabies,
which you must cross to reach the industrial
area of Zubiri. A stone track will lead you to
two small villages: Ilarratz and Ezkirotz.
Two kilometres further on we encounter Larrasoaña. This is the first major town on this
stage, and therefore it is an ideal spot for getting your energy back. To enter this small urban hub, we must leave the Way and cross the
so-called “Bridge of the Bandits”, which earned its name for being the infamous scene of
robberies in mediaeval times. Larrasoaña is a
well-kept town with a long-standing history of
pilgrimage. By the 11th century it already had

5,5 km

Zubiri
Alto
525 m de Erro

5,5 km

a pilgrims’ hospital. Discover its escutcheoned
houses and visit its parish church, dedicated to
San Nicolás of Bari.
In search of the sound of the river
Arga
The pilgrimage route continues to Akerreta.
From this mediaeval village, where the Transfiguración church stands with its tower and
mediaeval gateway, the route descends through the trees and bushes right to the banks of
the river Arga. The burbling water is such a
pleasant sound, especially in summer when
the weather is hot!
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Pamplona, Gateway of France

20

Arre, bridge

Pamplona, Caballo Blanco

Head towards Zuriain, and following the Way
directions, aim for Irotz, where you will discover the Romanesque bridge of Iturgaiz (12th
century). Follow directions carefully because
there is a fork at this point of the route. You
have to take the way that indicates Arre/Villava/Pamplona, which will take you to the Pamplona district River Park.
You can also access village of Zabaldika by
taking a 700-metre diversion, where you can
visit the San Esteban church. This mediaeval
building has an interesting carved Crucifix and
a 14th century Gothic bell (one of the oldest
in Navarre). Before completely crossing the
village’s lower neighbourhood, look out for a
signpost and take the route that indicates the
Arga River Park.
After crossing a picnic area, and avoiding the
Pamplona (East Circuit) ring road through
an underground walkway, you will reach the

Pamplona, pilgrims

Pamplona, Santa María cathedral

hermitage of trinidad of Arre and its bridge,
of possible Roman origin. It is worth stopping
here to take picture of this basilica, which is
part of a former pilgrims’ hospital constructed
in the 12th century, and to enjoy the Ultzama
waterfalls. It is also worth heading into Batán
de Villava, very nearby, which includes an environmental education centre dedicated to
the Arga River Park.
hEAdING TOwARdS ThE cITY
The pilgrimage route passes down the Calle
Mayor of villava, where you can see a fascinating building with a renascence façade constructed around 1558. A little further on is the
building of the Dominicos and the end of the
town, the also centenary building of the Agricultural College.
Continue along the Calle Mayor of Burlada
until you cross the N-121. At this point it is im-
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Pamplona, Cathedral cloister

Pamplona, La Taconera gardens

portant to follow the pilgrimage directions on
the pavement, which will take you to the “Burlada Route”, the access point to Pamplona, the
first city along the Way. The route is initially
lined with trees, and then you must continue
along a pavement on the narrow road till you
reach the mediaeval bridge of the Magdalena.
Cross the ancient fortifications and enter the
historical city centre via the Portal of France
drawbridge, a small 1553 treasure, which still
boasts its original structure. The Portal leads
visitors straight to the historical part of Pamplona. Some unmissable visits include: the
Santa María cathedral, which hides a beautiful
Gothic building under its neo-classical façade,
and where you can see its magnificent Gothic
cloister; and the Caballo Blanco (White Horse). Step out onto this impressive balcony and
relax before the panoramic views that stretch
out before you, including the final part of the
route that has just led you to Pamplona.

Pamplona, San Lorenzo church

Pamplona, Citadel

Make the most of your first contact with the
Navarrese capital to discover the atmosphere
of its streets, and allow yourself to be immersed with the happiness and hospitality of its
people. You will surely end up doing a pincho
route in the tens of bars and restaurants in the
historical centre, and you will wish you had
not set an end date for your stay. ■
Pamplona, pinchos

STAGE NO. 4
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Pamplona-Puente la Reina
Pamplona

The route leaves behind the Pamplona Basin in search
of the first vineyards that lead to La Rioja. One of the
most magical moments was when I reached the peak
of Perdón, next to the ‘Monument of the Way’ sculpture,
what spectacular views!

Puente
la Reina

Río Arga

A-15

Río Arga

Mañeru
A-12

Puente
la Reina

Obanos
Uterga
Muruzábal

Pamplona

Guendulain

Zariquiegui

Ermita
de Eunate
Town with accommodation
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Alto del
Perdón
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Cizur Menor
Burlada
d

Río Sadar

NA-601

A-15

700
600

480
350

Mañeru

Uterga
Puente la Reina
Muruzábal
350 m
Obanos

4,5 km
2,5 km
Approximate distances

5 km

Alto
del Perdón
6,5 km

v The route starts along the streets of the
old part of Pamplona. After visiting the Cathedral of Santa María and heading down to
the Calle Mercaderes and Calle Estafeta (the
most famous bend of the bull runs), you will
reach the Town Hall Square. It will undoubtedly appear smaller than you had imagined,
as it did to us all, but you will also surely fall
in love with the consistorial building the moment you see it, with its magnificent Baroque
and Neo-classical style façade. This spot will
remind you of one of the most international
images of the city: the chupinazo rocket marking the start of the festivities each 6th July.
Carry on down San Saturnino Street and enter
the beautiful Romanesque church that gives
its name to the street. The Palace of the Condestable marks the start of the Calle Mayor,

Guenduláin
Zariquiegui
6,5 km

Cizur
Menor

Pamplona
450 m
4 km

Burlada Arre
7 km

which leads to the Bosquecillo, the Taconera
Park and the city’s more open spaces. From
Avenida Pío XII Avenue, head towards the
Vuelta del Castillo, a beautiful green belt that
surrounds La Ciudadela citadel.
After leaving the green area behind, you will
be directed along Calle Fuente del Hierro
and down towards the University of Navarre.
From here follow a pavement that ascends to
reach the village of Cizur Menor, where you
will find some mediaeval treasures such as
the Romanesque churches of San Miguel and
San Emeterio. Once past the village, the route heads deeper into the countryside through
fields of cereal crops, with the constant backdrop of the Perdón wind farm on the horizon
marking the route.
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Perdón Peak, Monument of the Way

After two kilometres uphill you will reach
Zariquiegui, a village that greets you with its
Romanesque San Andrés church. Next to the
temple is a fountain, a welcome refreshment
stop to get your energy back before climbing
to the small mountain pass that will take you
to the peak of the Perdón Mountain range.
ThE PAMPLONA BASIN AT YOuR fEET
Whilst you face the climb, above your head
you will see the gigantic blades of the wind
turbines turning. Once past the Perdón Peak
it is worth taking off your backpack, having
something to eat and taking some photos at
the ‘Monument of the Santiago Way’ (1996),
which depicts a group of pilgrims from different periods crossing the line of the wind
turbines. The magnificent panoramic views of
the Pamplona Basin and the Middle Zone are
sure to impress you.
The route descends down a wide and stony
path that takes us to a clearly Mediterranean
landscape, dominated by holm oaks and kermes oaks. Three kilometres further on you
will reach Uterga, the first village in the Valdizarbe Valley, where you will eagerly greet
the fountain after the hard descent.
The next destination is Muruzábal, a small village that you reach by passing through fields
of cereal crops, almond orchards and vineyards. If you go through the village centre you
will see the Muruzábal Baroque palace, which
is today a winery. If you still have enough energy at this point, take a trip to the Romanesque

Puente la Reina, Monument of the Pilgrim

church of Eunate. It adds another six kilometres to the route, but it is worth it.
After overcoming the climb, you will reach
Obanos. Its Town Hall Square, next to the
San Juan Bautista church, has lived out representations of the “Mystery of San Guillén
and Santa Felicia” many times, a story that
has been deeply inﬂuenced by the Route that
we are following. According to the legend,
Felicia, a young noblewoman from Aquitaine,
decided to stay in the small village of Amocáin cloistered in as a servant after following
the family tradition and walking the Pilgrim’s
Way. Upon discovering this, her brother Guillén ﬂew into a rage and, in an outburst, he
killed her. Anguished and repentant, he began his pilgrimage to Santiago, and upon his
return he built a hermitage on the peak of Arnotegui, where he spent the rest of his days in
prayer. Felicia’s body was moved to Labiano,
and since then, its people cure headaches by
worshipping her relics.
Pass through the pointed archway of the Obanos gateway and head down a path to cross
the Campanas-Puente la Reina road. From
here, a trail borders the allotments of the river Robo till it reaches some hotels announcing the entrance to Puente la Reina. This mediaeval town is where the two main branches
of the Santiago Way converge, and where you
can see the ‘Monument of the Pilgrim’. ■

STAGE NO. 5
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Puente la Reina-Estella-Lizarra
A Romanesque bridge with a ritual, a landscape filled with
crops and vineyards, a road, a mediaeval village steeped in
charm and a salt-water river are just some of the highlights
of this fifth stage of the French Route.

EstellaLizarra

Puente
la Reina

Río Arga

Cirauqui
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Cirauqui
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Mañeru

Puente la Reina Obanos
350 m
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Approximate distances

v At Puente la Reina, the route starts in the
Calle del Crucifijo. Pass underneath the arch
that joins the church to the San Juan convent, and cross the road to enter the long and
grandiose Calle Mayor. Admire the Santiago
church with its rich doorway dating back to
the early 13th century. At the end of the road
you will see the jewel on the crown of this village: its Romanesque bridge, with its six halfpoint arches. Here you will hear-tell of the “legend of the txori”. The story tells us that every
day a little bird (txori in Basque), cleaned the
image of the Virgin that was located in a tower
in the centre of the bridge. Visits from the bird
are documented between 1840 and 1843, the
year in which the tower was pulled down and

the Virgin of the txori was transferred to the
San Pedro church.
We bid farewell to Puente la Reina through
Zubiurrutia, the neighbourhood where the
Commanders of the Sacred Spirit convent is
located. Continue along the course of the river Arga for several kilometres and then take
on a steep climb that ends at the A-12, the
Santiago Way motorway. From here you will
catch sight of the village of Mañeru, which is
reached along a farm track, and a cross will
welcome you.
Upon leaving Mañeru, you will see a mediaeval village on the horizon perched on a
mountain. This is Cirauqui, a beautiful village
that will remain in my memory forever. After
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Estella-Lizarra, Cárcel bridge

Estella-Lizarra, Santo Sepulcro Church

walking along a track surrounded by cereal
crops and vineyards, access is made via one
of the gateways of the ancient walls. Almost
instantly the mediaeval narrow streets that
take us to centre become steep, so be prepared to sweat it out. Its main artistic attraction is the church of San Román, which has a
beautiful late-Romanesque entrance, similar
to the Santiago church in Puente la Reina and
San Pedro de la Rúa church in Estella-Lizarra.
ThE OLdEST TOuR GuIdE IN ThE wORLd
Just outside of Cirauqui you will see a carpet
of millennial stones. It is said that this stretch
of road led to Astúrica (today Astorga). The
pathway seeks out the banks of the river Salado, which can be accessed after passing underneath the Alloz canal viaduct, constructed
in 1939. The river Salado is one of the places
indicated in the Codex Calixtinus in the fifth
book - a kind of 12th century guide that offered pilgrims advice, descriptions of the route,
works of art and local customs. According to
the Codex, the waters of this stream were very
dangerous: “Careful when drinking from it, and
your horse too, as it is a deadly river!” Do not
worry, the water is rich in salts but it is not lethal.
We leave the banks of the river Salado over
the mediaeval bridge with pointed arches, and
take on a demanding kilometre to reach Lorca, a village in the Yerri Valley that welcomes
us with the prominent apse of its San Salvador

Estella-Lizarra, Pilgrims’ road

church. Continue along this road to the end
of the village, and take a local track near the
road, which will take you to villatuerta. Here
you can see the basilica of the Anunciación in
the square, one of the Navarra’s Gothic treasures.
The last kilometres are a constant uphill and
downhill until the bridge over the river Arga.
Just on the other side, the route will lead you
to the origin of the monumental Estella-Lizarra, down the Curtidores road, where you will
see the Santo Sepulcro church. Despite being
closed since 1881, it is well worth stopping to
admire its beautiful 14th century façade. It is
one of the best examples of Gothic sculpture
in Navarre, and if you look carefully, you will
see the delicate sculptures that represent
the apostles and various scenes of the life of
Christ. Now all you have to do is take the Rúa
de los Peregrinos (Pilgrims’ Road) and soak up
the atmosphere. ■
Estella-Lizarra, Plaza de los Fueros, traditional dance (de la Era)

STAGE NO. 6
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Estella-Lizarra, Los Arcos, Viana
I clearly remember this final stage of the French Route, which
takes us from Estella-Lizarra to Viana: the continuous uphill and
downhill climbs were more demanding than I had expected,
which is why some prefer to split these 40 km into two stages.
You will see how in these beautiful corners of the Middle Zone,
the Pilgrimage Route impregnates everything, and how you will
want to return, just like I did.
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v I had heard of Estella before, and I acknowledge that this small city left its mark on me. Take
the time out to stroll through the old part of
town and enjoy its bustling commercial activity
and its gastronomy.
Leave Calle Curtidores by crossing the reconstructed Romanic bridge. We head into Calle
de la Rúa, the pilgrims’ street and begin to
see a little of its former life as a commercial
street. We reach the San Martín plaza with its
renascence “los chorros” fountain. The town’s
Tourist Information Office can be found in the
Baroque Palace.
The former Romanesque palace of the Kings of
Navarre is located on Calle San Nicolás, now

Villamayor de
Monjardín

14 km

Azqueta

EstellaLizarra
420 m

7 km

Villatuerta

4 km

home to a museum of the expressionist painter
Gustavo de Maeztu. The San Pedro de la Rúa
church is also located on this street, with its Romanesque cloister positioned in a unique setting.
Just after leaving the city of the river Ega, we
come across the Iratxe monastery. This monumental ensemble comprises mediaeval, renascence and baroque buildings. There is a very
popular fountain located next to the monastery,
where pilgrims can choose from one of its two
spouts: on one side water and wine on the other.
This stop is both refreshing and compulsory.
After passing the Iratxe monastery, the route
splits into two branches. The one to the right follows the Santiago Way via Ázqueta, and the one
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Vineyards in Tierra Estella

Estella-Lizarra, San Pedro de la Rúa church

that carries straight on follows the old Route of
the Stars till it reaches Luquin, after which it rejoins the Santiago Way to Los Arcos.
The Santiago Way continues through Ázqueta
and Villamayor de Monjardin. Before reaching
Monjardín, we encounter a mediaeval cistern,
and in the village itself there is a Romanesque
church with a silver-plated Romanesque Christ
inside, an authentic treasure of mediaeval creation. At the top of the mountain are the remains
of an old mediaeval castle.
The route continues towards Villamayor de
Monjardín, a small village with its 12th century
Romanesque San Andrés church, and a 18th
century Baroque tower. On the outskirts of the
village we find the “Fountain of the Moors”, a
beautiful cistern with a double arched façade
constructed in 1200.

LOS ARcOS ROuTE
Two kilometres further on, we find the crossroads on the Urbiola road. There is a fountain
here, where we can refresh ourselves and pre-

Estella-Lizarra, Calle de la Rúa

Iratxe monastery

pare for the next ten kilometres without any intermediary towns until we reach Los Arcos. Take
care to follow the directions and do not lose
sight of the yellow arrows. Enjoy the landscape:
we are in a land of cereal crops, asparagus, vineyards, olive groves and almond orchards.
We enter Los Arcos via Calle Mayor. Discover
its mediaeval town centre and the former pilgrims’ hospitals, today converted into more
modern hostels. Carry on till you reach the
porticoed square of Santa María, and visit the
church that shares its name, which I was told
is one of the most impressive Baroque ensembles in the whole of Navarre.
Leave the town through the Castilla portal, which
resembles the Arc de Triomphe, an indisputable
example of the splendid past of this town. After
crossing the road and the river Odrón, continue
down a farm track and follow the directions that
will take you to the Sansol road, and up to the
village of the same name. A rapid descent takes
us to torres del Río, where I recommend taking
a long break.
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Los Arcos, Santa María church cloister

Torres del Río, Santo Sepulcro church

ThE fINAL ELEvEN KILOMETRES
torres del Río is a welcoming town with narrow streets, where you can see large Baroque
homes with decorative escutcheons. Do not
leave without discovering the treasure in the
lower part of the village: the Santo Sepulcro
church. Discover the 12th century octagonal
temple, which was once a beacon for pilgrims
and which is reminiscent of the Jerusalem
basilica. Once inside, look up and enjoy the
starred vault, of Caliph origin, similar to that
of Eunate. For a second you will stand in the
Viana, pilgrims

Los Arcos

Viana

shoes of the constructors that dreamt of the
“Holy Land”.
From the church, the trail ascends to the top
part of the village, and continues to climb till it
reaches the Virgin of Poyo hermitage. The next
kilometres are somewhat challenging but well
worth the effort, because at the end of the route the monumental viana awaits us. Walls, stately homes, palaces and churches bear testament to its splendour, such as the Santa María
church and its magnificent renascence façade,
where César Borgia’s tomb can be found. He
was the chief of the Papal armies, a cardinal
and the son of Alejandro VI, and he died in an
ambush near Viana in 1507. César Borgia was
buried in the church, but a few years later the
Bishop of Calahorra considered it to be a sacrilege to keep his remains in a holy place, and
ordered for them to be buried outside “so that,
in payment for his sins, men and beasts could
walk over him”. In the mid-20th century, the remains were placed under a tombstone at the
feet of the church portal. ■
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French Route

From Sangüesa to Puente la Reina

Puente la Reina

STAGE NO. 1
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Sangüesa-Monreal
The stage of the Sangüesa-Monreal Aragonese branch that joins
up to the French Route in Puente la Reina has two alternatives.
My recommendation would be to take the Rocaforte route.
It is harder, but it is practically all off-road, and passes through
a beautiful natural setting. If you are not up for the challenge,
you can take the variant that diverts through the Lumbier Gorge.
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Alto Sierra
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v We start the route in the monumental
town of Sangüesa, where a visit to the Santa
María church is a must (12th and 14th century).
If you spend a while observing its portico,
you will realise why it is one of the pinnacles of the Romanesque period. On the walk
through the town, you will find the splendid
Vallesantoro palace, or that of the Príncipe
de Viana, the San Salvador and Santiago
churches, and the Carmen and San Francisco
of Assisi convents.
Sangüesa is very close to the Javier’s Castle,
the birthplace of San Francisco Javier, and
which, after numerous reforms and restora-

Alto de
Aibar

Rocaforte

Sangüesa
400 m

17 km

tions, is one of the few castles that boasts its
full structure and helps us discover what life
was like in the Middle Ages.
After crossing the Sangüesa bridge, follow
the road to Pamplona and take the diversion
to Rocaforte. A few metres further along you
will find a path that ascends steeply to reach
Rocaforte, a town known as “Sangüesa the
old”, and the place where the King of Navarre Sancho Garcés I was born. As well as its
beautiful views over the crop fields, the town
preserves the Gothic church of Santa María,
the San Bartolomé hermitage, and the San
Francisco of Assisi fountain. The climb to Ro-
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Sangüesa, Santa María church

Rocaforte

Lumbier gorge

caforte is the hardest stretch, so take water
and liquids to keep hydrated.

remember a group of vultures soaring over
the gorge, such a marvellous sight!

The route takes us through crop fields, vineyards and olive groves below a wind farm to
the Aibar Peak. From this point you will need
to pace yourself because there are a dozen
kilometres or so between valleys and mountains filled with wild pines until you reach the
next town, Izco. As reward for your effort you
will enjoy a magnificent landscape and the
relaxing silence that only nature can offer us.

From the village of Lumbier, the route heads
towards the villages of Nardués and Aldunate
until it enters Izco.

ThE ALTERNATIvE ThROuGh A GORGE
dEcLAREd A NATuRAL RESERvE
One of the attractions along this stage is that
it gives us a more accessible but equally beautiful alternative route. Instead of taking the
diversion to Rocaforte, I was recommended to
go to Liédena. Very close by is the Monastery
of Leyre, a monumental ensemble that pilgrims following the Way on foot do not pass
but that is well worth a visit. Here you will
discover the legend of San Virila, the Abbot
who did not fully understand the dilemma of
eternity, and who became engrossed in listening to a little bird singing. Whilst he believed
just minutes had passed, upon returning to
the monastery, he realised that three hundred
years had gone by.
The itinerary continues along the Greenway that
follows the tracks of the former Irati railway,
snaking along the Lumbier Gorge, an impressive pass with vertical cliff faces that tower up to
150 metres at their highest point. I particularly

TOwARdS MONREAL, ThE huNTING
RESIdENcE Of ThE KINGS Of NAvARRE
At the entrance of this small town we see
a modern cross and an information panel
about the valley and its communities. Here
we join an excellent track that will take us
to Abínzano and the San Pedro church, with
its distinct Romanesque feel. The track continues for an hour under the attentive watch
of the imposing Higa de Monreal-Elomendi
mountain (1,295 m) to the next village: Salinas de ibargoiti, surrounded by crop fields
and with its beautiful and recently restored
mediaeval bridge.
The final part of this stage passes through an
oak forest that opens out at Monreal, which
in the past was the hunting residence of the
Kings of Navarre. The village can be entered
via a Gothic bridge which leads to a labyrinth
of cobbled streets. The Calle del Burgo street
is particularly outstanding, with its carefully-tended homes. If you take a stroll through the town, you can visit the La Natividad
church, of mediaeval origin, or discover the
remains of its castle that sit on the mount
that dominates the town. ■

STAGE NO. 2
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Monreal-Puente la Reina
This stage of the Aragonese Route can be arduous for
some given the undulation in the first kilometres, but the
final stretch offers one of the greatest treasures along the
French Route: the Romanesque hermitage of Santa María
de Eunate.
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v After winding through the streets of Monreal, the route leaves the village along a path
that heads down to the river Elorz. It follows
the riverbank and climbs upwards along a trail
to Yárnoz. One of the constructions that caught
my attention in this village was the mediaeval
tower. Aside from this building, there are some
other eye-catching houses with a mediaeval
feel, and the Natividad church.

From Yárnoz, and following the former pilgrimage route, you will reach Otano along a path
that adapts as well as it can to the changing
terrain of the mountain range. Remember
that along this stretch the landscape alternates between pastureland and woods, with the

constant urban backdrop of Pamplona and
the surrounding area. Once at Otano, take the
opportunity to admire the former palace of
Cabo de Armería, typical of 16th century palaces, and its mediaeval bridge.
The route continues through the uninhabited
Ezperún, at the foot of an abandoned quarry,
until it reaches Guerendiáin, a well-tended village with monumental houses adorned with
geraniums, and decorated with numerous references to the Santiago Way. Here we bade
farewell to the valley of Elorz.
Visiting a lineage tower
As you make progress you will surely feel your
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Santa María of Eunate Romanesque bridge

legs getting tired. This happened to me, and
I have to admit that reaching tiebas and the
ruins of its 13th century castle was exerting, but
it was well worth it: I discovered the history
of a castle that used to be a beautiful palace
in the time of King Teobaldo II. This monarch
brought artists and craftspeople from France
to construct a beautiful building, which was
sadly destroyed in the 19th century during the
War of Independence.
After crossing through the village, take the path
that runs parallel to the AP-15 motorway. You
can avoid the motorway thanks to two underground walkways located near one of its links.
Head towards Muruarte de Reta, and before
reaching this small village, take the minor
road that will take you to Olcoz, where you
can take a break to visit its magnificent 15th
century lineage tower. There is a Romanesque interpretation centre with exhibitions
and a crenelated terrace crowning the tower,

offering spectacular panoramic views of
the surrounding area. Another unmissable
attraction is the parish church, San Miguel,
whose façade mirrors that of Eunate with
just a few differences. Before visiting it, have
a look at the interpretation centre exhibition,
which explains the relationship between the
Monreal, mediaeval bridge
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Obanos, Plaza de los Fueros

Puente la Reina, Santiago church

Crucifijo church in Puente la Reina, and those
in Eunate, Echano and Olcoz.
The route goes around the village of Olcoz and
descends, giving us marvellous views over the
Valley of Valdizarbe. Five kilometres further
on we reach Enériz, a great spot for getting our
strength back. What awaits us after Enériz is
Pilgrims walking around the rapeseed fields

Santa María of Eunate hermitage

Puente la Reina, Romanesque bridge

one of the treasures of the Pilgrim’s Route on
its journey through Navarre: the Romanesque
hermitage of Santa María de Eunate. The origins of this original and mysterious 12th century
church are not clear. Some historians believe
that it was a pilgrims’ hospital and the work of
the Templars, whilst another legend tells that
it was built to bury a queen or a lady. What is
known is that the octagonal ﬂoor ensemble,
constructed in 1170 and like the Saint Sepulchre in Jerusalem, is surrounded by an arcaded
gallery with 33 archways, and that inside there
are Muslim-inﬂuenced elements.
The final stretch of the route takes us to Obanos, a location marked by the Santiago Way
and the legend of San Guillén and Santa Felicia. From here, we take the track that leads to
Puente la Reina and its 11th century bridge, one
of the most beautiful and grandiose Romanesque examples along the Pilgrim’s Route. Other
interesting monuments are the Crucifijo, Santiago and San Pedro churches. ■
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Baztan Route
From Urdazubi/Urdax to Arre

Urdazubi/Urdax, San Salvador monastery

6 STAGES
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The Baztan Route
Bayona

The Pilgrimage Route that passes through the Baztan Valley
is one of the oldest branches of the Way, which was once used
by travellers disembarking in Bayonne heading to Pamplona.
Although it is not so well known, it seemed particularly
attractive to me because of its gentle route and its beautiful
landscapes, its beech and chestnut forests, its sheep-dotted
pastures, its milestones and its villages, with stone farmhouses
and palaces scattered across the landscape. In total there are
five stages, all between 14 and 22 km in length.
Pamplona
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Link to French Route

FRANCIA
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Lekaroz
Urdazubi/
Urdax
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Stage 1:
Bayonne-Ustaritz
v The Route starts in Bayonne, the capital
of the French Atlantic Pyrenees department.
This is a peaceful city dominated by the river
Nive. It is well worth strolling down its streets
and admiring the houses, a mixture of Basque and French architecture adorned with

colourful wooden shutters. You will also be
surprised to see the number of well-preserved defence structures, such as the Citadel,
the old and new Castles, and the Gateway to
Spain. Following the course of the river Nive,
you will reach Ustaritz, a village with a beautiful wooden country house displaying fine
craftsmanship, reminding us of the wealth of
its former inhabitants.
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Urdazubi/Urdax, Ikaburu caves

STAGE 2:
UStARitZ-URdAZUBi/URdAX
v We continue along a very bumpy stretch,
and after crossing quaint villages such as
Espelette, famous for the red peppers hung
from the houses, or Ainhoa, with its beautiful
17th and 18th century houses, we enter Navarre via Urdazubi/Urdax. Although this is just
a small town, it is the perfect place to stop
and enjoy some of its treasures, such as the 9th
century monastery of San Salvador – a former
pilgrims’ hospital –, an 18th century mill, and
the caves of Ikaburu, a grotto that dates back
14,000 years, and which was inhabited by guerrillas and smugglers. If you like mysteries and
tales about witchcraft, take a 4 km diversion
and visit the Zugarramurdi cave, the setting of
16th century witches covens.
STAGE 3:
URdAZUBi/URdAX-AMAiUR
v The route continues through the Baztan Valley, a beautiful natural setting with
villages marked by the elegance of their
constructors. The first stop is the Amaiur/
Maya monolith, a stone monument that reminds us that its castle was the last band of
Navarrese resistance against Castile in 1522.
Once in the village, there are many things to
see: the mediaeval church of Asunción, the
Our Lady of the Pillar hermitage, and a restored mill where you can buy ﬂour or try a
freshly-made talo, a typical Basque and Navarran dish made from corn ﬂour, filled with
cheese, chistorra sausage or other delicious
ingredients.

STAGE 4:
AMAiUR/MAyA-BERROEtA
v The Route will take you to Arizkun, a village divided into five neighbourhoods and
where you must visit its palatial houses, such
as the Palace of Ursúa; the San Juan Bautista
church; or the Santxotena Museum, a space
in direct contact with nature and where there are wooden sculpture pieces carved by
Xabier Santxotena representing characters
from Basque mythology.
Four kilometres further on you will reach
Elbete, which will welcome you with its Baroque palaces of Askoa and Jarola, and a
fascinating church depicted by numerous
painters. Elbete is the gateway to Elizondo,
the capital of the Baztan Valley, and a truly
bustling location. You will no doubt be surprised to see so many palaces, such as that
of Arizkunenea and the Casa Puriosenea, the
Baztan Museum, its large stately homes and
the river that crosses the town. Do not leave
the village without first trying its acclaimed
chocolate with hazelnuts, “Urrakin egina”.
Ziga
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Elizondo, Santiago Apóstol church

As we make progress, there is a constant succession of small and enchanting villages. A
good example is Irurita or Ziga, with its Baztan
Viewpoint, from where we get the best views
over the valley. The next villages along the
Pilgrimage Route are Aniz and Berroeta.
STAGE 5:
BERROEtA-OLAGÜE
v We carry on till we reach Almandoz, the
last village in Baztan. From here, you will
start to climb the first hills to the Belate Pass,
where there is a hermitage-basilica and the
Belate pilgrims’ hospital. Take a break and
contemplate the view and the row of monoliths that remind us of the pilgrimage that
passes through these lands.
Lantz carnival

Belate monastery

The route gradually approaches the capital
of Navarre through a series of small villages
such as Lantz, famous for its rural carnivals,
or Olagüe, where we end this stage.
STAGE 6:
OLAGÜE-PAMPLONA
The last stage of the Baztan Route takes us
deeper in to the Ezkabarte Valley, very close
to Pamplona. In Sorauren there is an outstanding stone bridge and a beautiful processional
cross, which welcomes its parish. At Oricaín
you must visit the altarpieces in the Santiago
Apóstol church. Both villages are just before
Arre, where you can see the monumental ensemble comprising the Trinity of Arre
and its bridge, of possible Roman origin. This basilica forms part of a former pilgrims’ hospital constructed in
the 12th century.
The Santiago Way advances through
the Calle Mayor main street in Villava, which has various interesting buildings such as that of the Dominicos
and the Agricultural College; we then
continue along the Calle Mayor main
street in Burlada. Look out for the pilgrimage signposting on the pavement
that will take you to the “Burlada Route”, the gateway to Pamplona. ■

39

Ebro Route
From Cortes to Castejón

Tudela

2 STAGES
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Ebro Route
Navarre has also been a passing land for pilgrims coming
from the Mediterranean with the intention of joining the French
Santiago Way. In the Navarran Ribera, the Ebro Route enters
via Cortes and continues alongside the Imperial Canal to stop
in Ribaforada, Fontellas, Tudela and Castejón, before heading Logroño
off towards Logroño. If you wish to discover how Arabs, Jews
and Christians used to coexist in this area, or to see its
contrasting landscapes, take note of this route.

Tudela
Alfaro
Navarra

Gallur

Río Ebro

Castejón

La Rioja

Tudela

Fontellas

A-68
A-15

Buñuel
Ribaforada
A-68

Gallur

Cortes

Navarra
Aragón

Town with accommodation

400
300
200
100

Alfaro

Castejón

Approximate distances

Tudela
23 km

I was advised to do the Ebro Route in two stages, but the decision to take on more or less
kilometres depends on your physical fitness.
Stage 1:
Gallur-Tudela
v This is the hardest day, not because of the
gradient but because of the length. My advice would be to take liquids and something
to eat to get your energy back. The starting
point is Gallur (Aragón), with the highest part
being the magnificent balcony of the Ebro.
It is worth taking time to look at the views.
The route continues for a further ten kilometres until it reaches Mallén, then it heads to

Ribaforada

Cortes

Gallur

36 km

Cortes, a town with a 12th century castle where various different Navarrese kings used to
reside, and which was one of the Kingdom’s
main fortresses. Make sure to see the municipal park on the grounds. As well as ducks,
geese and swans, you will find a giant chess
set for a larger-than-life game. In Cortes, the
patron saint, San Miguel (29th September), is
celebrated with the most prestigious stick
dance in the whole land, the “Paloteado de
Cortes”.
Following the waters of the Imperial Canal,
you will reach Ribaforada, with its 16th century Mozarabic church. Some five kilometres
further on you reach the Bocal de Fontellas,
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Tudela, Santa María cathedral

an extremely beautiful natural landscape
where the Palace of Carlos V is still preserved. The Bocal is a beautiful natural space
that allows us to enjoy the typical landscapes of the riverside groves, with breathtaking
gardens surrounding the palace.
After leaving this peaceful oasis, head
towards tudela following the railway line.
Once you have reached the capital of the Ribera, wander through the streets and discover
its cultural mixture and main attractions, such
as the Santa María cathedral, built around
1180 on the remains of an ancient mosque;
the Decanal Palace (16th century); the City
Hall; the Romanesque Magdalena church;
and other outstanding buildings such as the
Admiral’s House, the Marqués de Huarte
Palace, the Castel Ruiz cultural centre, the
Muñoz Sola museum or the Monreal Tower.
Make the most of this final stage to take a
well-deserved rest, and try the famous Tudela
vegetable stew, or some of the city’s star dishes (artichokes, thistle, asparagus, borage or
lettuce hearts).
Very close to Tudela is the Natural Park of the
Bardenas Reales, a spectacular, semi-desert
landscape over 42,500 hectares. Its arbitrary
natural formations and almost lunar appearance have starred in various films and series.
STAGE 2:
tUdELA-ALFARO
v The route leaves tudela via the Ebro brid-

Cortes, castle

ge, a medieval structure of 17 arches, probably built on a previous Muslim construction.
Follow the yellow arrows and the start the
route. The first few kilometres are along a
pavement, but then the route follows a dirt
track that takes us to Castejón, a town closely linked to its railway. It has a museum
of machinery and objects related to rail
transport, including a miniature model that
recreates the station in 1930. It also has belongings and objects from different settlers,
including many from the Iron Age.
Five kilometres further on you will find the
Riojan town of Alfaro, with its outstanding
former Abbey or Abbey Palace (18th century),
and the Collegiate of San Miguel, a Baroque
masterpiece from the end of the 17th century. ■
Cogollos de Tudela lettuce hearts
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Navarre, the first on
the Way

Tourist Information Offices in the other communities
v jaca
974 360 098
www.jaca.es
v logroño
941 291 260 
www.lariojaturismo.com
v burgos
947 203 125
www.turismoburgos.org
v palencia
979 706 523
www.turismocastillayleon.com
v león
987 237 082
www.turismocastillayleon.com

v lugo
982 870 492
www.turgalicia.es
v santiago
881 886 390
www.caminodesantiago.gal
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Tourist Information Offices in Navarre
FRENCH ROUTE
(from Orreaga/Roncesvalles)
v Orreaga/Roncesvalles
Antiguo Molino
31650 Orreaga/Roncesvalles
948 760 301
oit.roncesvalles@navarra.es
v Pamplona / Iruña
C/ San Saturnino, 2
31001 Pamplona
948 420 700
oficinaturismo@pamplona.es
v Puente la Reina / Gares
C/ Mayor, 105
31100 Puente la Reina
948 341 301
turismo@puentelareina-gares.es
v Estella-Lizarra
C/ San Nicolás, 1
31200 Estella-Lizarra
948 556 301
oit.estella@navarra.es

v Viana
Pza. de los Fueros, 1
31230 Viana
948 466 302
turismoycultura@viana.es
FRENCH ROUTE
(from Somport)
v Sangüesa / Zangoza
C/ Mayor, 2
31400 Sangüesa
948 871 411
oit.sanguesa@navarra.es
BAZTAN ROUTE
v Bertiz
Centro de Turismo Rural
31720 Oieregi
948 592 386
oit.bertiz@navarra.es
v Urdazubi/Urdax
Monasterio de Urdax
Pza. San Salvador

31711 Urdazubi/Urdax
948 599 070
turismo@urdax.es
v Elizondo
Museo de Baztan
31700 Elizondo
948581517
baztangomuseoa@baztan.eus
EBRO ROUTE
v Tudela
Plaza de los Fueros, 5-6
31500 Tudela
948 848 058
oit.tudela@navarra.es

Emergency number

La ruta deja atrás la cuenca de Pamplona en busca de
los primeros viñedos que conducen a La Rioja. Uno de los
momentos más mágicos fue el que viví en lo alto del Perdón,
junto al monumento al Camino. ¡Qué vistas tan maravillosas!

www.turismo.navarra.es
tel. +34 848 420 420

www.facebook.com/TurismoReynodeNavarra
www.twitter.com/TurismoNavarra

App oficial Turismo Navarra

